
A Merry Christmas and a massive thank you to all 

our families, friends, local parishioners and 

supporters of Granaghan Outreach Charitable 

Trust for all your kind donations in 2018 and 

every year since 2006.  Without your continued 

support, Granaghan Outreach would not be able 

to continue providing the funds and assistance to 

facilitate the educational, medical and social 

infrastructure in deprived areas throughout the 

world offering a better standard of living by 

providing improved education facilities, improved 

living conditions in orphanages, improved 

medical care in hospitals and clinics etc.

This year was our largest volunteering project, 

seeing two teams, a total of 31 volunteers travel to 

Wagai Secondary School in Western Kenya to 

complete the construction and kitting out of a 

new classroom development from digging 

foundations to the completed classroom.  In 

addition to this, Granaghan Outreach also funded 

and completed phase two of an additional 

uncompleted classroom, including plastering, the 

installation of the floor, doors, windows and 

painting of the classroom as well as completing 

other refurbishment needs throughout the school.

Team 1 left the Resource Centre in the early hours 

of 26 August, 15 volunteers from different 

parishes near and far ranging in age from 20 to 

over 70 years old, 9 women and 6 men, 2 of which 

even travelled from Australia to meet the team in 

Nairobi.  The team were met by the Moving 

Mountains staff at Nairobi airport and 

accompanied from there overland to Siaya in 

Western Kenya, a 12-hour truck journey filled with 

nerves and excitement, tiredness and laughter.  

Safely arriving at destination Siaya around 3pm 

on Monday 27th August, the volunteers got 

settled into their accommodation at the White 

House Hotel approximately 15 miles from Wagai 

Secondary School where they enjoyed the 

evening resting and getting to know one another.  

The next morning, project 2018 began.  St. Peters 

Wagai Mixed Secondary School had almost 500 

pupils and to say they were excited to see the 

volunteers from Granaghan Outreach was an 

understatement. The team set upon the task of 

the new classroom construction, 

digging the foundations for the classroom, everyone 

mucking in digging, shovelling and wheeling 

barrows, mixing concrete for the foundation, all done 

by hand, no mixers which was extremely hard work in 

the excessive temperatures in the Kenya sun.  

Alongside the construction work there was internal 

and external painting of other classrooms being 

undertaken including new blackboards. After the first 

week, team 1 were ready to mix the concrete for the 

classroom floor, over 100 barrow fills of sand, 70 of 

stone and many bags of cement, all hand mixed.  

From there the building works commenced and the 

“brickie’s” got into action.  The second week was 

spent working hard getting the building up to 

scaffold height to leave ready for team 2’s arrival as 

well as painting of the existing classrooms and other 

works including landscaping, tidying up around the 

site and meeting new friends along the way.  During 

team one’s trip, they also got to celebrate many 

milestones including a 60th birthday and 2 x 21st 

birthdays.  Milestones, it’s fair to say, will be 

remembered for some time to come.  Team one 

returned home safe on Sunday 9th September.

Team 2 left the resource centre at the same time on 

16th September with 14 volunteers on board the bus 

before stopping to collect another 2 volunteers at 

Sprucefield on route to Dublin Airport, this time a mix 

of 10 men and 6 women.  Again, greeted by Moving 

Mountains, Team 2 began their 12-hour truck journey 

to Siaya in Western Kenya.  From leaving Swatragh to 

arriving in the White House Hotel in Siaya, the journey 

lasted approx. 31 hours. 

When team 2 arrived on site on Tuesday 18th 

September, the new classroom was just 3 courses 

short of the ring beam.  They immediately got to 

work on completing the building of the new 

classroom.  With one extremely wet afternoon, 

team 2 where reverted inside to do some 

additional painting works in the school.  Other 

additions to the project included the purchase of 

electrical material for the new classroom and food 

for the School and Ulamba Orphanage.  The task 
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Team 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row (L-R): Aidan McGlade (Chairman), Patrick 

Mullan (Vice Chairman), John McCormack, Barry 

Mortimer, Desmond Eastwood, Eunan McLaughlin

Front Row (L-R): Annie McCloskey, Maeve Quinn, 

Katie Strathern, Lauren Elliot, Catherine McGarrity, 

Claire O’Kane, Roisin McCormack, Eva Donaghy, 

Dolores Eastwood

 

Team 2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row (L-R): Aidan Creamer, John Mulholland, 

Colm Kelly, Nadine O’Boyle, Noreen Graham, Rory 

O’Kane, Conor McLarnon, Jerome Downey, Conor 

Ward

Front Row (L-R): Seamus O’Neill (Committee 

Member), Eoin McGuckian (Assistant Secretary), 

Victoria Lagan (Assistant Treasurer), Paul Ward 

(Committee Member), Loren Ward, Niamh Mullan

set out to do was successfully completed by the end 

of Team Two’s time on site at Wagai Secondary 

School.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New completed classroom at Wagai Secondary 

School

 

 

Both trips saw the volunteers work extremely hard 

each day, stopping for a short break at 10.00am, 

lunch around 1.00pm where they travelled to 

Ulamba Orphanage nearby to eat, and then 

finishing up for the day around 5pm or when 

weather and works permitted returning to the 

orphanage for evening dinner and another chance 

to spend time with the kids who lived there.  After 

dinner both teams returned to the 

accommodation where they were able to get 

cleaned up and relax for the evening with one 

another, enjoying a beer if they so desired.  Both 

teams got to experience Sunday mass with lots of 

singing, dancing etc. which lasted over 2 hours, to 

visit local markets, take a trip on Lake Victoria and 

spend extra time with the children of Ulamba 

Orphanage.  On the last day on site for both teams, 

the school principle organised a lovely ceremony 

to say thank you for the works completed by 

Granaghan Outreach which involved local 

dignitaries and people on the school board, a very 

overwhelming experience for the volunteers.  After 

another long journey back to Nairobi to spend one 

final night, both teams had time to reflect on the 

past two weeks and embrace the journey they had 

just experienced.


